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Summary of Movie:

You Can Count on Me centers on Terry’s return to the Catskills home where his parents once lived and where his older sister now raises her 8-year-old son.  Terry has drifted, fought, and gotten a girl pregnant; Sammy has her own meanderings: single parenthood, a boring boyfriend, and a manipulative boss.  Religious themes permeate this film subtly, as Terry and Sammy examine meaning in their lives.  Kenneth Lonergan wrote, directed and acted in this powerful independent film, and Ms. Linney and Mr. Ruffalo both used it as a springboard to higher profile roles. 
Summary of Scene:

Sammy asked Ron, her minister, to speak with her brother, Terry.  Terry challenges Ron’s credibility, who thoughtfully replies, “I feel like what I do is very connected with the real center of people's lives. I'm not saying I'm always Mr. Effective, but I don't feel like my life is off to the side of what's important. You know? I don't feel my happiness and comfort are based on closing my eyes to trouble within myself or trouble in other people. I don't feel like a negligible little scrap, floating around in some kind of empty void, with no sense of connectedness to anything around me except by virtue of whatever little philosophies I can scrape together on my own...”  Ron then asks Terry whether he believes that his life is important, and Terry squirms while giving evasive answers.  Terry finally acknowledges that he would like to think that his life is connected to something that is important, and Ron says, “Well, isn't there any way for you to believe that without calling it God, or religion, or whatever term it is you object to?”
