The Silence of the Lambs

Date of Movie:

1991

Actors in this Scene:
Jodie Foster as Clarice Starling

Anthony Hopkins as Hannibal Lecter


Timing on DVD:

0:00:56
Title





0:12:25
Start





0:18:25
End

Start of Scene VHS:

0:11:28 after title

Clarice Starling stands in front of the jail cell of Dr. Hannibal Lecter.  He says, “Good morning.”

End of Scene VHS:

0:17:38 after title

Clarice walks away from the cell as Hannibal says, “You fly back to school now, little Starling, fly, fly, fly.”

Duration of Scene:

6:00

Summary of Movie:

Clarice Starling, a young FBI agent, is assigned to help find a missing woman, and to save her from a psychopathic killer with the help of another inventive killer, Hannibal Lecter.  The movie is almost unbearably intense, and it is superbly acted.

Summary of Scene:  
Clarice needs Hannibal ‘the Cannibal’ Lecter to help her, and in this scene they test each other, just as patients test clinicians in the first session of treatment.  He asks her questions about her credentials, her past, her competence and training, and her willingness to deal honestly with disgusting material.  Despite his notoriety, she treats him with courtesy and formality, she compliments his artistic ability and memory, she looks straight at him despite his attempts to intimidate her through his intense staring, and she finally challenges him to turn his “high powered perception” on himself.  He ridicules her background, yet she persists with her forthright attempt to get useful information from him.  He dismisses her after reminding her that he once ate the liver of a census taker who “tried to test me.”
How to Use This Clip:

· What happens in the first session of treatment?

· Laying out of credentials and competence

· See how the clinician will respond to challenges

· Check for honesty

· How to tell when the patient is ready to engage

· How much to reveal of oneself to the patient

· What is defensiveness and what is realistic and appropriate?
