The Hospital

Date of Movie:

1971

Actors in this Scene:
George C. Scott as Dr. Herbert Block





Diana Rigg as Barbara Drummond

Timing on DVD:

0:02:45
Title



0:47:40
Start



0:53:59
End
Start of Scene  VHS:
0:44:55 after title
Seated in a dark office, Dr. Block tells Barbara, “You’re wasting your time.  I’ve been impotent for years.”

End of Scene  VHS:

0:51:14 after title
Dr. Block says, “Close the door and turnout the lights on your way out.”

Duration of Scene:

6:19

Summary of Movie:

George C. Scott portrays an aging, brilliant, despairing doctor who tries to keep his urban hospital afloat in the midst of chaos.  He confronts health care workers on strike, incompetent staff, and unexpected patient deaths.

Summary of Scene:

Barbara Drummond interrupts Dr. Block’s contemplated suicide attempt.  He then engages in a profound and protracted monologue exposing his physical and spiritual impotence, his drinking, his tortured family relationships, and his professional denouement.
How to use this clip

· Diagnosis: is this dysthymia?

· Would you recommend an antidepressant?

· Relationship of alcohol abuse to depression

· Existential issues…despair

· Are they a cause or a consequence of depression?

· The loss of meaning in life, hopelessness, especially in men

· Family conflict and depression

· Impotence and depression

· The interplay if depression, alcoholism, family conflict, and occupational logjams

· Irritability and hostility as symptoms of depression

Bio: Physiology of aging, depression, sexuality, creativity, alcohol abuse

Psycho: Relationship with son, deceased mother, his branch of medicine,; existential loss of meaning; job frustrations; isolation

Social: Hospital in decline; expectations of men that age
