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Nadia’s StoryNadia’s Story
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Nadia KajoujiNadia Kajouji

 18 years old 18 years old 18 years old

 First year student at 
Carleton University

 Public Affairs/Policy
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Should you tell the Parents?Should you tell the Parents?
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March 9, 2008 - Nadia MissingMarch 9, 2008 - Nadia Missing

 Media sensation: Sexual Predator? Media sensation: Sexual Predator?Media sensation: Sexual Predator?

 Interview with parents

 $50,000 reward

Media sensation: Sexual Predator?
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 $50,000 reward

 Intensive search

 University does not reveal information
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April 2008 – Body FoundApril 2008 – Body Found
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Dr. Ann Cavoukian
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QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Part IIPart II

What Went WrongWhat Went Wrong
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Kirby: Out of the ShadowsKirby: Out of the Shadows

by France Daigle, Suicide Prevention Program, New Brunswick Ministry 
of Health, who stated that:

…the first thing people say is, “I cannot tell you anything because of 
confidentiality.” However, when you have someone that is at risk for 
suicide, and as much as I do respect confidentiality, because we have a 
code of ethics, what is more important? You have to let the family and 
other people know.p p

Duty to Care

Healthcare

Privacy
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Practitioner’s StatementPractitioner’s Statement

I did not see any significant 
therapeutic value in telling 
anyone, therefore I respected 
the client’s privacy.
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An Array of ClientsAn Array of Clients

Clients with Different RiskClients with Different Risk

RISK
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The LawThe Law
Disclosure Permitted Disclosure Not Permitted 

Without ConsentWithout Consent

RISK

No Legal DutyNo Legal Duty

Disclosure 
Permitted 

Without Consent

RISK
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Relative to PractitionerRelative to Practitioner

RISK

The Mental Health ActThe Mental Health Act

 Permission Permission Permission

 No Duty

 Permission

 No Duty
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MalpracticeMalpractice

 Imprecise Imprecise Imprecise

 No clear direction

 P iti th th i ti

 Imprecise

 No clear direction

 P iti th th i ti Punitive rather than prescriptive Punitive rather than prescriptive

DiscretionDiscretion

 Legalisitic* Legalisitic* Legalisitic*

 Culture

 Lack of Knowledge 

 Legalisitic*

 Culture

 Lack of Knowledge 

*Legalism, Countertransference, and Cinical Moral Perception, Renmeester & 
George, The American Journal of  Bioethics, 9(10);20-28,2009
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Option OneOption One

 Change the Privacy Law Change the Privacy Law Change the Privacy Law

 For example, Section 72 CFSA
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 Change the Culture Change the CultureChange the Culture

 Education

 Policy

 Interprofessional

 Inclusion of peers in consults
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 Inclusion of family & friends in therapy 

 Inclusion of peers in consults

 Inclusion of family & friends in therapy 
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Role of the BioethicistRole of the Bioethicist

 Education

 Policy

 Advocacy for Suicide Prevention

 Mental Health & Ethics Consults
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Suicide 
Prevention

Suicide 
Prevention

Through an 
exploration of 
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