Secrets and Lies

Year of Movie:

1996


Actors in this Scene:
Brenda Blethyn as Cynthia Purley





Timothy Spall as Maurice Purley





Phyllis Logan as Monica Purley





Marianne Jean-Baptiste as Hortense Cumberbatch

Timing on DVD: 



Title 1:12

Start 2:08:47  “I’m sorry Roxanne”  [Direct closeup of Roxanne’s face]

End 2:16:00  “Oh Roxanne, please.”

Duration of Scene:
7:13

Summary of Movie: 
 Cynthia lives in London with her sullen street-sweeper daughter. Her brother (Maurice) has been successful with his photographer's business and now lives nearby in a more up market house. But Cynthia hasn't even been invited to his house after a year. So she feels rather lonely and isolated. Meanwhile, in another part of town, Hortense, adopted at birth but now grown up, starts to try and trace her mother

Summary of Scene:

Cynthia impulsively announced that Hortense (who is dark-skinned) is her daughter, and thus Roxanne’s sister.  Later, Cynthia states that Monica is selfish not to have children, but Maurice (Monica’s husband) reveals that Monica was “physically incapable” of having a baby, and that the ordeal of trying to get pregnant “nearly destroyed our relationship.”  He decries the “secrets and lies” that his family has suffered, and as a result the three people he loves the most hate each other.
