Ordinary People (2)
Date of Movie:

1980
Actors in this Scene:
Timothy Hutton as Conrad Jarrett




Judd Hirsch as Dr. Berger
Timing on DVD:

0:00:40
Title





0:16:03
Start





0:20:24
End

Start of scene VHS:

0:15:22 after title
Conrad rings the doorbell and stands in the hall
End of scene VHS:

0:19:43 after title
The scene in the psychiatrist’s office ends.
Duration of Scene:

4:21
Summary of Movie:

This film is a superb, meticulously drawn adaptation of the book by Judith Guest.  The story concerns a well-to-do family whose son drowned.  The mother, played by Mary Tyler Moore, is embittered, superficial and controlling, while the father, played by Donald Sutherland, is mild mannered, and trying to mediate between the mother and surviving son (Conrad), played by Timothy Hutton.  Judd Hirsch plays the psychiatrist, Dr. Berger, in one of the few film renderings of a thoughtful and helpful psychiatrist.  Dr. Berger helps the guilt-ridden Conrad come to terms with his brother’s death.  
Summary of Scene:

Conrad arrives at his initial outpatient session with Dr. Berger, and he inadvertently rings the wrong bell and stands at the wrong door.  Dr. Berger, who smokes a cigarette and who has a professional yet informal demeanor, asks Conrad why he is coming for help.  Conrad explains that he was hospitalized for four months because he tried to kill himself with razor blades.  Dr. Berger asks if others are treating him as if he is on stage, and Conrad states that he would like help so that others will quit worrying about him.  He says, “I’d like to be more in control.”  Dr. Berger says, “I’m not big on control…Control is a tough nut.”  Conrad is clearly uncomfortable during the session, as he twitches and stares.  When Dr. Berger asks about the boating accident during which his brother drowned, Conrad stares blankly, and Dr. Berger changes the subject, probably because he decided that Conrad was unable to deal with that subject yet.    
