Local Hero

Date of Movie:

1983

Actors in this Scene:
Burt Lancaster as Happer





Norman Chancer as Moritz

Timing on DVD:

0:00:25
Title





0:32:13
Start





0:33:08
End

Start of Scene VHS:

0:31:49 after title

Happer says, “Moritz, Moritz, you’re destroying me.”

End of Scene VHS:

0:32:44 after title

“Good afternoon Mr. Happer.”

Duration of Scene:

0:55

Summary of Movie:

This enchanting, off-kilter comedy, directed by Bill Forsyth, concerns an oil company representative who is assigned to buy a coastal Scottish village to allow an oil refinery to be built.  This gem of a movie shows how the understated Scots deceive and charm the acquisitive Americans.

Summary of Scene:  
Moritz is an ingratiating psychologist who conducts therapy in Happer’s office in a Houston skyscraper.  Moritz is pleased when Happer says, “You’re destroying me,” and he suggests that the next step in therapy is to ‘physicalize things…I could hit you.  Wouldn’t that humiliate you?  We could progress by leaps and bounds.  I could tie you up…Think what it’ll be like when I punch you.”  Happer tells him to leave, since his therapy sounds like perversion.  “Get out before I punch you.”  Moritz is undeterred, and says, “This is most gratifying…it vindicates my entire theory.  The whole program!  I’ve got your ego on the run.  Mr. Happer, you worthless piece of shit…Sorry sir, that just slipped out…We can’t give up now.  You’re a star patient…I might have to raise my fee.”  

