In the Heat of the Night

Year of Movie:

1967

Actors in this Scene:
Sidney Poitier as Det. Virgil Tibbs





Rod Steiger as Police Chief Bill Gillespie





Larry Gates as Eric Endicott

Timing on DVD:



Title: 1:10

Start: 1:00:10:  Tibbs and Gillespie pull up in a car and they walk to the house, while the song “In the Heat of the Night” ends.

End:  1:05:15  The scene ends as Mr. Endicott stands alone in his greenhouse.

Duration of Scene:

5:05


Summary of Movie: 
 After a wealthy northern factory owner is murdered, racist Mississippi cops accuse African American Virgil Tibbs of the crime. Once they learn that he is a Philadelphia homicide detective, they reluctantly seek his help. As Tibbs displays his skills as a detective, he begins to win the respect, protection, and ultimately friendship of the Police Chief Bill Gillespie.  The powerful acting carries this film, and the themes of racism and manhood are timeless.
Summary of Scene:

Gillespie and Tibbs enter the plantation-like home of Endicott.  They are greeted by an elderly Black servant.  Endicott displays his orchids, and says that they are “…like the Nigra – they need care and feeding and cultivating – that takes time.”  Mr. Tibbs suggests that Mr. Endicott is a suspect in the murder, and when he asks him a direct question, Mr. Endicott slaps him.  In an unscripted riposte, Mr. Tibbs slaps him back.  Endicott says, “There was a time I could have had you shot.”
