Harold and Maude

Year of Movie:
1971


Actors in this Scene:
Ruth Gordon as Maude





Bud Cort as Harold

Timing on DVD: 


Title: 0:40

Start: 54:19:  Harold smokes a water pipe


End: 58:05: Harold and Maude dance

Duration of Scene:

3:46


Summary of Movie: 
 Harold is a depressed, death-obsessed 20-year-old who spends his free time attending funerals.  At a funeral, Harold befriends Maude, a 79-year-old woman who has a zest for life. She and Harold spend much time together during which she exposes him to the wonders and possibilities of life. After rejecting his mother's three attempts to set him up with a potential wife, and committing fake suicide in front of all of them, Harold announces that he is to be married to Maude. 
Summary of Scene:

Maude expresses her philosophy of life as she nears her 80th birthday.  She comments on vices and virtues – it is “best not to be too much moral.”  If you are too moral you cheat yourself out of life.  “Life: live it fully.”  She states that “a lot of people enjoy being dead – they back away from life.”  She exhorts Harold to reach out, take a chance, get hurt, and “play as well as you can.”
