A Thousand Clowns

Year of Movie:
1965


Actors in this Scene:
Jason Robards as Uncle Murray





Barbara Harris as Dr. Sandra Markowitz

Timing on DVD: 



Title :2:35

Start: 35:00  She is sitting and he is standing.  Dr. Markowitz says, “Do you know what?  I hate the Ledbetters.”

End: 39:15  “Out come a thousand clowns whooping and hollering and raising hell.”

Duration of Scene:
4:15


Summary of Movie: 
Uncle Murray raises his nephew and clings to his non-conformity in a bustling New York City.  The welfare system descends upon him, and threatens to take custody of his nephew because of his unwillingness to get a conventional job and show that he has the material and emotional means to raise him.  The story is profoundly human, the script is unique and genuinely witty, the performances are delightful, and -- most importantly -- it's a movie that takes on new meaning as you mature.  
Summary of Scene:

Mr. Amundson, one of two social workers to visit Murray, leaves in a huff, and his cohort, Dr. Markowitz stays behind, thereby running the risk of losing her job and her engagement to marry Mr. Amundson.  She declares tearfully that she is no good at anything, and that after 7 years in graduate school she will have no job.  “What will I do...It’s irresponsible and I’ve not the vaguest idea who I am.”  Murray says, “You’re a jolly old girl…you’re a lover of things and of people…be glad you are unreasonable…capable of joy and crying.”  
